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cultivators of the soil, and in the sixteenth century among
the  owners  of  the  soil.    Moreover,   it  was  an  essential
feature  of Tudor policy to foster the prosperity of the
yeomanry, from whose ranks were recruited the defenders
of the realm.    The husbandmen were recognized as ' the
body and the stay'1 of the kingdom, and they made the
best infantry when " bred not in a servile or indigent fashion
but in some free and plentiful manner"2, just as fishermen
made the best seamen.    Sheep-farming, on the other hand,
meant " great decay to artillery, for that do we reckon that
shepherds be but ill archers"3.    If the depopulation of the
country-side went on unchecked, there would come to pass
" a mere solitude and utter desolation to the whole realm,
furnished only with sheep and shepherds instead of good
men ;  whereby it might be a prey to our enemies that first
would set upon it"4.    The Act on behalf of the Isle of Wight
laid particular stress upon the dangers of foreign attack:
" If hasty remedy be not provided that Isle cannot be long
kept and 'defended, but open and ready to the hands of
the king's enemies"6.    Henry VIII. from fear of invasion
found it necessary to build many * castles and bulwarks'
on the coast, and was driven to employ mercenaries6.    The
realm,  observed a royal proclamation  against  enclosures
in 1548, " must be defended against the enemy with force
of men and the multitude of true subjects, not with flocks
of sheep and droves of beasts"7.    Apart from the fears of
foreign invasion, which was seriously apprehended during
the sixteenth century, depopulation also involved a diminu-
tion of taxes and subsidies, since " the more gentlemen ", says
Bacon, "ever the lower books of subsidies"8.    The Uni-
versities and schools shared in the prevailing social and
economic dislocation, for the yeomanry, according to Latimer,
were  " not able to put  their sons  to school,  as indeed
Universities do wondrously decay already "9.   The Supplica-
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